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THE MONGOL DISCOVERY TOUR
Tour itinerary
 © Copyright 2019
Day 1. Tsagaan Suvarga or The White Stupa / 450 km 

The Tsagaan suvarga, located in Ulziit, Dund-Gobi province, is a massive scarp that once was a seabed featuring sedimentary structures. The different minerals on its surface make this place a very colorful site. It is also believed that the timeline of Tsagaan Suvarga’s history can be identified through its colored layers in the cliffs. 
The name “Tsagaan Suvarga” translates into “White Stupa”- a commemorative Buddhist monument usually housing sacred relics associated with Buddha, saintly persons, and the nature. Thus, Mongolians gave the name “Tsagaan Suvarga” to this place, symbolizing its sacredness.
The cliffs are about 30-60 meters high and over 400 meters wide. The unique rock formation look like ruins of an ancient city from a certain distance.

Time
Activities
8-9 am
Pick up service and depart from Ulaanbaatar (supermarket stop)

10-12 pm
Driving / interaction with the guide and the driver

1 pm
Lunch break
2-4 pm
Driving (short breaks for photos and toilet)
4-6 pm
Exploring the site- Tsagaan Suvarga- hiking
7-8 pm
Reaching accommodation and having dinner
After 8 pm
Free time & rest





Day 2. Yolyn Am or Yol Valley / 200 km
Yol is a splendid gorge found in the Gobi Gurvan Saikhan National Park (since 1965). The national park is a home for many wild animals such as the Siberian ibexes, Argali, snow leopards, lynxes, foxes, wolves, and especially the Lammergeiers. The gorge is named after by an old vulture called Yol (in Mongolian) or Lammergieier (in English).  Yol is the highest flying (4000m), and yet one of the biggest birds in Mongolia with a wingspan of 2-2,5 m. At an elevation of 2200 meters above sea level, Yol features sheer cliffs rich in juniper as well as a pure stream that freezes in winter and forms a huge ice field like a glacier. The formation of ice starts around December and would stay as ice the whole year around. Unfortunately, the ice usually disappears by the end of July nowadays, due to the global warming. It is an ideal place for horse riding, trekking, and bird watching.
Time
Activities
8-9 am
Breakfast

10-12 pm
Driving / interaction with the guide and the driver
(Short breaks for photos and toilet)
12-1 pm
Lunch break (supermarket stop)
1-2 pm
Driving and reaching Yol
3-5 pm
Exploring the site- hiking
6 -7 pm
Reaching accommodation and having dinner
After 8 pm
Free time and rest 





Day 3. Khongor Sand Dunes / 160 km
The sand dunes of Khongor are located in Sevrei, Umnu-Gobi province. The 185km long sand dunes extend on the north side of Sevrei and Zoolon mountains. Known as Duut or the Singing dunes, the highest peak of the dunes reach up to 240m. 
The river Khongor flows on the north side of the dunes. There are some beautiful pure water springs flowing from underneath the sand such as Seruun Bulag and Orgikhin Bulag.
Time
Activities
7-8 am
Breakfast

8-12 pm
Driving / interaction with the guide and the driver
(Short breaks for photos, shop and toilet)
12-1 pm
Reaching the dunes and  the accommodation/ lunch
2-3 pm
Camel riding
3-5-6 pm
Free time & rest / dinner
7-9 pm
Climbing to the dunes for sunset
After10 pm
Free time and rest 





Day 4. Bayanzag-The Flaming Cliffs / 140 km

Bayanzag is a formation of red sandstone cliffs located in Bulgan sum, Umnu-Gobi province. The name, Bayanzag, is derived from the saxaul tree in the Gobi desert, whose wood is coarse and bark is spongy.
An American paleontologist Roy Chapman Andrews led an expedition in the South of Mongolia, and discovered the first ever dinosaur eggs in the world along with hundreds of dinosaur skeletons at Bayanzag in 1922. The expedition stopped due to harsh sandstorm in the south.
When the sun shines right at the red sandstone cliffs, it looks almost as if the cliffs were on fire; hence Bayanzag is called the flaming cliffs as well.
Time
Activities
8-9 am
Breakfast

9-12 pm
Driving / interaction with the guide and the driver
(Short breaks for photos, shop and toilet)
12-1 pm
Lunch
2-4 pm
Exploring the site- hiking in Bayanzag
5-7 pm
Reaching the accommodation/ free time for exploring the nearby area
7-8 pm
Dinner
After 8 pm
Free time and rest 





Day 5. The ruins of Ongi temple / 170 km

Ongi was once one of the biggest Buddhist monasteries in Mongolia. The ruins are located 18km to the south of Saikhan Ovoo, Dund-Gobi province. The monastery consisted of 28 temples built on the two side of Ongi River. The southern complex (11 buildings) was called Bari Lama temple and the northern one (18 buildings) was called Khutagt Lama temple. It is believed that Ongi had four big academies where math, meditation, philosophy and medicine were taught. From 1760 to early 1800, the monastery grew to a huge center housing over 1000 monks. Unfortunately, the whole monastery complex was severely destroyed during the communist purge in 1939. A large number of ruins can be seen in this area. The first temple after the destruction was built in 2004. There is a small museum in a ger featuring findings from the old times.

Time
Activities
8-9 am
Breakfast

9-12 pm
Driving / interaction with the guide and the driver
(Short breaks for photos, shop and toilet)
12-1 pm
Lunch (supermarket stop)
2-4 pm
Sight-seeing and hiking in Ongi
5-7 pm
Reaching the accommodation/ free time for exploring the  area
7-8 pm
Dinner
After 8 pm
Free time and rest





Day 6. Kharkhorin / 250 km
Kharkhorin was the ancient capital of Mongolian Empire in 13th century. The great Chingis khan ordered to build Kharkhorin before passing away in 1227, and his successor Ogodei khan completed building the city in 1235. Kharkhorin was surrounded by clay walls with four gates in each direction that were connected by two main streets intersecting at the center. Archaeological expeditions prove that several religions coexisted in Kharkhorin as they found Buddhist temple, Christian and Muslim church as well as Chinese Taoism temple. Being part of the Silk Road, Kharkhorin was a popular spot for foreign traders and craftsmen. Marco Polo was the most famous among the foreigners who have settled in Kharkhorin.  The city was completely destroyed in a war of 1377.  The foundation of Kharkhorin is all underground, and little has been excavated, so you will need lots of imagination when contemplating the grandness of it all. It is rather a historical city with attractions such as Erdenezuu monastery, Kharkhorin museum, and so on. 
Time
Activities
7-8 am
Breakfast
9-12 pm
Driving / interaction with the guide and the driver
(Short breaks for photos, shop and toilet)
12-1 pm
Reaching Kharkhorin and having lunch (grocery store stop)
 2-5 pm
Visiting the Kharkhorin museum, Erdene-zuu monastery
6-7 pm
Reaching accommodation and rest
7-8 pm
Dinner
After 8 pm
Free time and rest/ traditional folk concert (timely available)






Day 7. Tsenkher Hot Springs/ 100 km
The hot springs of Tsenkher is located in Tsenkher sum, Arkhangai province. From the provincial center, Tsetserleg, it is only 30km of driving to the hot springs. The hot springs flow at a rapid rate around 10litres per second at 86 degrees in Celsius. The spring consists of chemical elements such as sodium, calcium and sulfur. Mongolians believe the concentration of this hot spring is good for health especially for skin, bones and nerves. Near the hot spring, there are many tourist camps, which has indoor or outdoor baths, with the hot spring being transferred in pipes from the main source. The surrounding nature and the medical treatment of the spa offers a very relaxing time.
Time
Activities
7-8 am
Breakfast
9-12 pm
Driving / interaction with the guide and the driver
(Short breaks for photos, shop and toilet)
12-1 pm
Reaching Tsenkher and having lunch 
 2-5 pm
Relax in the hot spa
6-7 pm

7-8 pm
Dinner
After 8 pm
Free time and rest





Day 8-9. The Khorgo-Terkh National Park/ 200 km
The Khorgo-Terkh national park is located in Tariat sum, Arkhangai province. Khorgo is a volcano, which exploded 8000 years ago. The volcanic crater lies at 2210m above sea level. The legend says in the past, some brave men would murder the corrupted aristocrats and help poor people by sharing. These men used to hide in this crater. Thus, the crater was given the name Khorgo, meaning to hide or sneak. The depth of the crater is around 90m, while its diameter is around 200-250m. Terkhiin Tsagaan nuur (or the great white lake) is a fresh water lake about 16km long, 20m deep and 5 km wide. The lake is 2100m above sea level. There are about ten rivers flowing into the lake, yet only one river flowing out, the Suman River. Khorgo-Terkh national park is a popular place for swimming, hiking, boating, and horse riding. 
The activities for “Day 8” are driving to the national park and reaching accommodation by the lake Terkh. You will then have free time to explore the area around and rest. On Day 9, you will do hiking to the crater Khorgo. Accommodation is a same place for 2 nights. Shown below is a timetable for “Day 9”
Time
Activities
8-9 am
Breakfast
9-1 pm
Hiking to Khorgo crater / horse-riding is optional
1-2 pm
Lunch 
 3-5 pm
Free time for swimming, more hiking and resting
6-7 pm

7-8 pm
Dinner
After 8 pm
Free time and rest





Day 10.  Driving and staying near Shine-Ider village/ 200km

Driving from the Khorgo-Terkh park to Khuvsgul lake is a very long and tough journey to be done in a single day, hence, we split the driving into two days.

Time
Activities
8-9 am
Breakfast
10-12 am
Driving
12-1 pm
 Lunch
 2-3 pm 
Driving / interaction with the guide and the driver
(Short breaks for photos, shop and toilet)
4-7 pm
Reaching accommodation/ free time & dinner
Rest




Day 11-13. The Khuvsgul Lake / 250 km
The Khuvsgul Lake is perhaps the most beautiful lake in Mongolia. Known as the Blue Pearl, it is located in Khatgal sum, Khuvsgul Province (approx. 900km away from the capital Ulaanbaatar). The lake itself can provide 70 percent of fresh water source in Mongolian land. Khuvsgul Lake covers an area of 2760sq km, 136km long, and 262m deep. One of the fascinating activities at Khuvsgul is the ice festival, which usually takes place in March. Ice carving, traditional performances, horse sledding, dog sledding, ice-skating and lots of fun events and opportunities. It is absolutely the best place for leisure activities such as boating, kayaking, horse riding, hiking, camping, cycling and so on.
Day 11: Driving and reaching Khuvsgul Lake from Shine-ider. 
Day 12: Resting by the lake. Available activities:  boating, cycling, horse riding
Day 13: Full day hiking to Tsagaan Khysaat on the north bank of Khuvsgul for the panoramic view of the lake
Time
Activities
8-9 am
Breakfast
9-1 pm
Hiking/ cycling or horse riding/ boating
1-2 pm
Lunch 
 3-5 pm
Free time for swimming, hiking, boating, cycling
6-7 pm

7-8 pm
Dinner
After 8 pm
Free time and rest





Day 14. Uran Togoo Volcano/ 350 km
Part of the Uran Togoo-Tulga Uul natural monument, Uran Togoo is an old volcano located in Khutag Ondor sum, Bulgan province (approx. 600km away from the capital Ulaanbaatar). Uran means "artistic" in Mongolian, referring the perfect round shape of the crater as if it was made by a craftsman. At the top of the Uran volcano, there is a small lake about 20m wide and 1.5 deep. The water is shrinking every year due to global warming and recent lack of rainfall. Uran Togoo is 1688m above sea level.
The Uran, Tulga and Jalavch are all remnant of an extinct strato volcano formed between about 20-25 thousands years ago. The Tulga and Jalavch volcanoes are 12km to the south of Uran. Because the shapes of the volcanoes resemble Mongolian traditional cooking utensils they named them like Tulga-means tripod, jalavch-small pot, Togoo-cauldron.
The Volcano has breeding populations of various birds: grouse, sparrow, owl, falcon, cuckoo and hoopoe. Deer, argali sheep, roe deer, wild boar, wild goat, marmot, gopher, steppe rabbit live here. Snake is very common
Time
Activities
7-8 am
Breakfast
9-12 pm
Driving/ interacting with the guide and driver
12-1 pm
Lunch 
 1-4 pm
Driving and reaching the destination
Hiking
4-6 pm

7-8 pm
Dinner
After 8 pm
Free time and rest





Day 15. Amarbaysgalant Monastery  /350 km

Amarbaysgalant is one of the biggest Buddhist monasteries in Mongolia. Dedicated as a final rest place for the great St. Zanabazar (the spiritual head of Tibetan Buddhism in Mongolia), the monastery was built by the order of Manchurian Emperor as he admired him. The building processed from 1727-1736 with over 40 temples set in symmetrical pattern, the main halls leading to one another in north-south axis while the secondary buildings are laid on parallel sides. It is one of the few monasteries that survived from the Communist purge in 1938. Now only the central section of the monastery remained with over 20 buildings. It is said that on the way to find a place to build the monastery, they saw two kids playing happily whose name were Amar and Baysgalant. They were then inspired to build the monastery on the exact spot and name it after the kids' names.

Time
Activities
7-8 am
Breakfast
9-12 pm
Driving/ interacting with the guide and driver
12-1 pm
Lunch 
 1-3 pm
Driving and reaching the destination
Visiting Amarbaysgalant and hiking 
3-5 -7 pm

7-8 pm
Dinner
After 8 pm
Free time and rest





Day 16.  Arrival to Ulaanbaatar

Time
Activities
8-9 am
Breakfast
10-12 pm
Driving / interaction with the guide and the driver
(Short breaks for photos, shop and toilet)


 12-1 pm
Lunch
1-4 pm
Getting to Ulaanbaatar/ drop off the hotel/hostel/ airport/ train station
The end of the tour


Things to bring on the tour:
· Extra batteries for your devices or solar charger
· Personal sheet for sleeping bags that we provide
· Flexible bags, backpack, torch light, caps & sunglasses
· Sunscreen, toothbrush, wet wipes, toilet roll, and mosquito deed
· Hiking boots (waterproof) and slippers, long boots for horse-riding*
· Personal medication- pain killers, bandages, pills for motion sickness
· Books, cards, music player, and other games for your entertainment
· Snacks (chips, nuts, dried fruits)
Things included in the tour:
· Meal: breakfast, lunch and dinner
· Accommodation: ger guesthouses run by local family, tourist camps, camping
· Fees for museums, national park entrance, road toll
· 4x4 off road vehicle, and petrol
· A tour guide and a driver
· Sleeping bag
· Drinking water (bottled)
Things not included:
· Alcoholic drinks
· International flights
· Travel & medical insurance
· Cost for optional activities
· Excess baggage fee

Please note that the timetables above are not fixed, and could change depending on the circumstances.

Thank you for choosing to travel with Magnificent Mongolia Tour!
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